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FOREWORD 

New York State has been committed since 1846 



INTRODUCTION 

The State of New York has provided educational services to Native 
Americans residing on reservations and tribal lands for over a century 
and a quarter. The tribai groups comprising this population and referred 
to in this paper are the Six Iroquois Nations (Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, 
Onondaga, Seneca, and Tuscarora) and the Poospatuck and the Shin­
necock. 

The forma1 educational programs provided for Native Americans in 
New York State assumed that they desired to become assimilated into 
the dominant American society, while forsaking their tribal 
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post-secondary New York State grants-in-aid during the 1974-75 school 
year, and approximately 50 Native Americans attending higher educa­
tion institutions out-of-state. 

Each tribal group of Natin• Americans in New York has its own 
traditional background of eulture and ht>ritage, which has been com­
municated orally over the centuries. In all cases, tribal language pro­
vides the basis for educational activity within the specific Native Ameri­
can culture. Accordingly, children of Native American culture face a 
diflkult learning task in bridging from their local culture to the national 
culture, as tlwy must do to achievP a full lifo in American society. 

RECOMi'.,fENDATIONS 

The Regents recommend that: 
l. A Statewide Native American Education Advisory Committee be 

established to include representatives from each of the Six Iroquois 
Nations (Cayuga, ,\lo hawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca, and Tuscarora), 
the Poospatuck, and Shinnecock tribes, and representatives at large 
from the off-reservation urban Native American population. This advi­
sory committee should be appointed by the Commissioner of Education 
from nominations received from these Native American groups. The 
advisory committee would be expected to advise and consult with the 
Commissioner of Education and his staff on educational policies and 
practices regarding the education of Native Americans in New York 
State. One result of this process will be the involvement of additional 
resources from the Education Departrnent needed to meet the 
Statewide requirements of these people. 

2. New and irnprove<l procedures be established whereby repre­
sentatives of tribal comrnunities and reservations can have greater in­
volvement in decisions in the education of their children. Native Ameri­
can Advisory Boards should be established for each tribal group to work 
dosely with the district superintendent of schools, the local school 
board, and the State Education Department in the operation and man­
agement of the elementary and secondary schools serving Native 
American children. -The Regents believe that satisfactory experience 
with such advisory hoards man­can n23.24 230.16 0 0 12 169.66 214.8 Tm
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trators, supervisors, teachers, pupil-services specialists, paraprofes­



6. The Education Department promote and assist the tribal com­
munities and the schools serving them in the clcvdop1ne11t and im­
plementation of continuing education programs for all Native Ameri­
cans. Tht• educational environment for adult Native Americans is en­
hanced when Native American teachers work on a reservation setting or 
in a Native American cultural center. Basic education, tutoring, high 
school equivalency, cultural courses, economics, arts and crafts, trade 
and technical courses, 

arts3wa
0.05 Tc

11.9254 00.1 0 i89(technical ) Tj
ilrs 
enviro 9
4cnu>> BDC
58 T0.05 Tc

11.9254 ge199 Tc

12. 227.01 81.25 668h05 Tc8 668 <</Conf 0>> BDC

-01rain1.1 66.8 65C

11.4064 0 0 11.1 216.61 21.10

11.2319 0 0 cTm

(when ) T/9 7Tj

.91 654.334 0 0 cTm

(when ) T/0.1
sge199 Tc

1 68271 654.334 0 0somrs 


