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Information for School Administrators 

General Information 
All school personnel who will be involved in the administration and scoring of the Grade 8 
Intermediate-Level Science Test should have a copy of and be familiar with the information in this 
manual. The manual
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Testing Accommodations 
Students Who Incur Disabilities Shortly Before Test Administration  

Principals may provide accommodations when testing general education students who incur an 
injury (e.g., broken arm) or experience the onset of either a short- or long-term disability (either 
cognitive or physical) within 30 days prior to test administration. Eligibility for such 
accommodations is based on the principal's professional judgment. In making such a 
determination, the principal may confer with CSE/504 Multi-Disciplinary Team members, the 
school physician, or other school personnel. These accommodations must not significantly 
change the constructs/skills being tested and are limited to the following: 

• extending the time limit for a test 

• administering the test in a special location 

• recording the student’s answers in any manner 

• reading the test to a student (only for a student whose vision is impaired) 

Prior permission need not be obtained from the Department for the principal to authorize these 
testing accommodations for general education students. However, a full written report concerning 
each authorization must be sent to OSA via fax to 518-474-1989. The report must be signed by 
the principal and must include the following information: 

• the title of the test 

• a brief description of the student’s injury or disability 

• a listing of the accommodations that were authorized by the principal 

If the student is expected to continue to need testing accommodations, the principal must 
immediately make the appropriate referral for the consideration of an IEP or Section 504 
Accommodation Plan (504 Plan). 
Students with Disabilities 

In general, when taking this test, students with disabilities must be provided with the testing 
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